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REMARKS OF
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
.RURAL TRANSPORTATION COOPERATIVE MEETINGS
CULBERTSON JAN. 14"1981
GREAT FALLS JAN. 15, 1981
HELENA JAN. 16, 1981
(NOTE: THESE REMARKS FOLLOW THE AGENDA FOR CULBERTSON
AND GREAT FALLS. THE AGENDA FOR HELENA WILL BE SLIGHTLY
-DIFFERENT)
SURVEY-0UESTIONAIRE
(AS FOLKS FILE INTO THE MEETING ROOM; WE WILL DISTRIBUTE
A SURVEY-QUESTIONAIRE, AND M.AX WILL SIMPLY ASK THE FOLKS IF THEY
WOULD TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO FILL OUT THE QUESTIONAIRE DEVELOPED
BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WHICH WILL HELP ALL OF
US TO GUAGE BETTER THE TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS AND PRIORITIES
AS MONTANANS SEE THEM.)
OPENING REMARKS
THANK YOU AND GOOD AFTERNOON. IT IS MY PLEASURE TO
SPONSOR THIS MEETING WITH GOVERNOR SCHWINDEN'S OFFICE, AND
TO SEE ALL OF YOU HERE. / iA 4 7 cvcpc.
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BAUCUS
MONTANA IS AT A CRITICAL JUNCTION -- A CROSSROADS IN
TRANSPORTATION.
SPEAKING OF CROSSROADS REMINDS ME OF THE DEFINITION
I HEARD A FEW WEEKS AGO OF A "SUCCESSFUL" FARMER. NOW, BY
THIS DEFINITION, THE "SUCCESSFUL" FARMER MAY NOT BE THE
"BEST" FARMER. HE MAY NOT EVEN BE-A "GOOD" FARMER.
A "SUCCESSFUL" FARMER IS ONE WHO CAN FASILY TRANSPORT
HIS GRAIN TO A SUBTERMINAL ELEVATOR THAT IS WITHIN 5 MILES
OF A.MAJOR BARGE FACILITY AND AT THE INTERSECTION OF A MAJOR
INTERSTATE HIGHWAY AND A MAINLINE RAILPOAD.
WELL, UNFORTUNATELY, THAT DEFINITION EXCLUDES ALL
MONTANA FARMERS FROM BEING "SUCCESSFUL."
IT BRINGS HOME A HARSH REALITY, -MONTANA FARMERS ARE
THE BEST IN THE WORLD -- BUT THEY WILL NOT BE SUCCESSFUL UNLESS
THEY HAVE REASONABLY PRICED, RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION.
PAGE 3 -
REMARKS OF SENATOR BAUCUS
ONE OF THE BIGGEST -- IF NOT E BIGGEST PUESIONS
CONFRONTING MONTANA'S AND OUR-NATIQN'S AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCERS AND.SHIPPERS TODAY IS THE AVAILABILITY AND COST
OF TRANSPORTATION, ALTHOUGH TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS HMVE
PLAGUED FARMERS FOR DECADES, OUR AGRICULTURAL TPANSPORTATION
NETWORK HAS EXPERIENCED P PRECIPITOUS DECLINE IN RECENT. YEARS.
TODAY, WE CAN CONTINUE DOWN THE ROAD WE HAVE BEEN ON -- A
ROAD LITTERED WITH THE HARSH EFFECTS OF RAILROAD BRANCH LINE
ABANDONMENTS, EVER HIGHER FREIGHT RATES, AND DETERIOPATING PAIL
PLANT AND HIGHWAYS.
OR WE CANfTfAKE A TURN. HE CAN DEDICATE OURSELVES AS
MONTANANS'- TO ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY TO SEE TO THE BUILDING nF
A TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM THAT THIS STATE MUST HAVE FOR CONTINUED
DEVELOPMENT. E CAN DEDICATE OUR TIME, OUR CREATIVITY, OUR.
EXPERTISE AND -- YES -- OUR
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MONEY 1T IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION.
WE MUST ALSO BEGIN TO EXPAND-ANDsELEVATE OUR TRANSPORTATION
HORIZONS.
IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO ISOLATE ONE PROBLEM IN OUR
TRANSPORTATION -SYSTEM-- BE IT RAILCAR SHORTAGES OR UTILIZATIONl,
COMPETITIVE SERVICE, COMPLEWTION OF THE INTERSTATE, OR-
GOVERNMENT OVERREGULATION -- SOLVE THAT ONE PROBLFM, AND EXPECT
OUR TRANSPORTATION WOES TO EVAPORATE.
WE MUST MOVE FORHARD TOGETHER -- IN A LOCAL, STATE,
AND FEDERAL PARTERNSHIP -- TO REBUILD OUR TRANSPORTATION NETWORK,
TO FIND NEW AND IM1OVATIVE NAYS TO LINK OUR PRODUCTS WITH THE
MARKETS.
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IN THAT REGARD, I AM PLEASED TO SEE ALL OF YOU HERE.
TODAY TO EXPLORE HITH THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE AND MYSELF THE
POTENTIAL BENEFIT TO MONTANA OF ONE INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO
RURAL TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS. I REFER TO THE PLRAL TRANSPOP-
TATION COOPERATIVE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT PROPOSE =BY USDA.
ULTIMATELY, WHATEVER POTENTIAL SUCH A DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT MAY HAVE FOR MONTANA WILL DEPEND UnN THE IDEAS AND
ENTHUSIASM OF MONTANAS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL LIKE XYURSELVES.
THE TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS OF TOMMORROW CANNOT BE
GENERATED SOLEY AT THE FEDERAL OR STATE LEVEL, BUT MUST COME
FROM THE GRASSROOTS. THIS PROGRAM REQUIRES NOT ONLY PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION, BUT ALSO YOUR TOTAL INVOLVEMENT.
WITH US TODAY TO EXPLAIN AND EXPLORE THIS IDEA FURTHER
AGE 51
EMARKs SENATOR BAUCUS
ARE KEITH KELLY) DEPUTY DIRECTOR.OF THE MONTANA STATE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE WHO WILL BE REPRESENTING GOVERNOR SCHWINDEN, AND
BOB TOSTERUD, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF TRANSPORTATION IN
USDA. IN ADDITION, TERRY WHITESIDE, MANAGER OF THE MARKETING AND
TRANSPORTATION UNIT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND JOHN
CRAIG, HEAD OF MONTANA'S RAIL PLANNING UNIT, ARE HERE TO LEND
THEIR EXPERTISE.
AT THIS POINT, I WILL TURN THE PROGRAM TO KEITH.
#1111l
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(FOLLOWING THE OPEN DISCUSSION -- OUESTION AND ANSWER PORTION
OF THE .PROGRAM.--MAX WILL ASK FOR CREATION OF A LIAISON.OR
STEERING COMMITEE AS FOLLOWS..,1 ,)
WE HAVE GOT A GOOD DIALOUGE GOING HERE. WE'VE ADDRESSED
MANY OF THE IAJOR TRANSPORTATION ISSUES WE CONFRONT AND WE'VE
BEGUN TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF TRPNSPORT TION COOPERATIVES
AS A POSSIBLE WAY TO IMPROVE RURAL TRANSPORTATION,
TO KEEP THIS DIALOGUE GOING -- TO CONTINUE TO EXPLORE
THE POTENffAL OF-RURAL-TRANSPORTATION COOPERATIVES-- I WOULD
ASK -- (TURNING TOWARD KEITH KELLY) WITH KEITH's CONCURRENCE --
(PAUSE) IF THERE ARE 4 OR 5 PEOPLE IN THE AUDIENCE WHO WOULD
LIKE TO SERVE.AS A LIAISON COMMITTEE WITH THE GOVERNOR AND
MYSELF, I BELIEVE THAT IN THIS MANNER MONTANANS CAN GENERATE
,.IDEAS AND INPUT FOR THE STUDY OF TRANSPORTATION -COOPERATIVES.
p.V
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I WANT MONTANA AND ITS PRODUCERS TO HAVE THE BEST
POSSIBLE CHANCE OF BEING SELECTED FOR A TRANSPORTATION
COOPERATIVE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT.
REMEMBER THAT WHILE NOTHING IS GUARANTEED, THIS MEETING,
PLUS THE OTHERS WE ARE HOLDING IN GREAT FALLS AND HELENA,
WILL PROVIDE US WITH A GOOD, FAST START ON OTHER STATES.
IT IS NOW UP TO YOU TO GENERATE YOUR IDEAS'AND TO GET
THE BALL ROLLING.
THE GOVERNOR AND I STAND READY TO ASSIST YOU IN EVERY
WAY POSSIBLE IN YOUR PROJECT EFFORTS.
. CLOSING REMARKS
(GENERAL THANK YOUS, ETC)
